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For the following reasons, the subject-matter of claims 9-15 and 32-38 Is 
considered to lack clarity to such an extent that no meaningful search is 
possible. 

Neither the wording of claims 9-15 and 32-38, nor the relevant passages 
of the description (page 16, line 20 - page 19, line 5 and page 39, line 
11 - page 42, line 2), provide a clear definition of the specification of 
"data items inside said first and third image boundary" (claims 10 and 
33). Therefore, it is unclear whether this wording refers to all items 
within the area defined by said boundaries or to the items that form the 
respective boundaries. 

However, assuming that the first interpretation 1s valid, the followlna 
additional objection arises. 

According to claim 9, first real-space Image data Items are segmented 
according to a first Image boundary corresponding to the periphery of an 
image feature in said first real-space image data items (reference 
numeral 11 1n figure 4). Furthermore, a second image boundary is defined 
according to the periphery of said image feature in second real-space 
image data Items (reference numeral 10 1n figure 4). 

However, second real space data items are segmented according to a THIRD 
image boundary defined "according to said first and second boundary" 
(reference numeral 13 in figure 4). When taking into account that data 
items outside (Inside) said first and third Image boundaries are 
discarded (retained) as defined in claim 10, it would appear that the 
second segment (that 1s second real -space data items segmented "according 
to the third image boundary") does not contain the full image feature but 
only the intersection between the image feature 1n the second real -space 
data Items and the third image boundary. Therefore, certain pixels within 
the first segment (that 1s first real-space data Items segmented 
according to the first image boundary") do not have corresponding pixels 
within the second segment since these pixels have been discarded in the 
step of "segmenting according to said third image boundary". As a 
consequence, It is unclear how the mapping algorithm 1s carried out for 
these pixels. 

The corresponding passages of the description (page 16, line 20 - page 
19, line 5 and page 39, line 11 - page 42, line 2) would not appear to 
provide any further information for clarification of this issue. 

The same objection applies to claims 32 and 33 as well. 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions, in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International pre! 1 mi nary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
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Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched This 1s 
' latJtt* l^sP^ve <>f whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure 
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